
CONGRESSMAN OLVER ANNOUNCES FUNDING FOR NEW EQUIPMENT FOR LUNENBURG AND ASHBY FIRE DEPARTMENTS
August 08, 2002

  

Washington - U.S. Representative John W. Olver (1st District) announced                that the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the United                States Fire Administration have awarded $180,000 to the Lunenburg                Fire Department for a new firefighting vehicle and $68,031 to the                Ashby Fire Department for firefighter safety equipment. The grants                were awarded through the Assistance to Firefighters Program.

"This equipment will play a vital role in maintaining the                safety of both the firefighters and the residents in the region,"                Olver said.

The grant to the Lunenburg Fire Department will go toward the purchase                of a wild land interface vehicle for fighting both forestry and                traditional structure fires. The total cost of the vehicle is $200,000.                The federal grant covers 90 percent of the cost. The cost to the                department is $20,000.

The grant to the Ashby Fire Department will help fund the purchase                of new and updated breathing equipment. The total cost of the equipment                is $75,590. The federal grant covers 90 percent of the cost. The                cost to the department is $7,559.

Lunenburg and Ashby are two of 389 fire departments across the                United States that will receive grants under this, the third round                of the Assistance to Firefighters Program. More than $28 million                in grants will be awarded in this round. A total of 741 fire departments                have received grants to date. It is anticipated that 5500 fire departments                will receive awards before the end of the calendar year. The grants                will reach rural, urban and suburban fire departments. More than                19,500 fire departments - volunteer and career - applied for grants                this year, submitting requests totaling almost $2.2 billion.

For more information, contact Lunenburg Fire Chief Scott Glenny                at 978-582-4155 and Ashby Fire Chief William Seymour Jr. at 413-386-5650.
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